That You Should Not Perish
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Key Scripture

John 3:16 (ESV) For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believesin him should
not perish but have eternal life.

Sermon in One Sentence

God'simmeasurable love for alost humanity is powerfully manifested in the sacrificial gift of His Son, Jesus
Christ, offering eternal life to all who believe in Him, thereby rescuing them from eternal perishing.

Introduction

Have you ever faced a decision where the stakes were astronomically high, where the outcome meant the
difference between ultimate success and irreversible failure, between life and something far worse than
death? Imagine a climber clinging to a sheer cliff face, a sudden storm brewing, every muscle screaming,
knowing one wrong move means afatal plummet. Or perhaps a parent watching over acritically ill child,
the doctors declaring the prognosis grim, understanding that without a drastic intervention, hope will be
extinguished. These scenarios, though dramatic, merely hint at the profound reality of human existence: we
are, apart from God, spiritually perishing. We are clinging precariously, and the storm of sin rages,
threatening to hurl usinto an eternal abyss.

Thisisthe grim truth that pervades the human condition: a spiritual death sentence hangs over usall. Our
natural state, marred by sin, leads inevitably to separation from a holy God — a state the Bible calls
"perishing." It's not merely ceasing to exist; it's aterrifying, conscious, and eternal separation from all that is
good, true, and life-giving. It's a state you were not created for, and it's a state God actively seeksto rescue
you from.

But into this profound darkness, a beacon of hope pierces through, a truth so radical, so beautiful, that it has

reshaped human history and offers deliverance to every soul. It's found in perhaps the most famous versein

all of Scripture, averse that encapsulates the heart of God and the essence of His divine rescue mission. Let's
turn our attention to John 3:16, the anchor for our understanding of salvation, and uncover the glorious truth:
"that you should not perish."

Historical & Biblical Context

The Gospel of John, written by the Apostle John, stands distinct among the synoptic Gospels. It was penned
likely in the late first century, aimed at a broader audience—both Jews and Gentiles—to convince them that
Jesus isindeed the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing in Him, they might have eternal life (John
20:30-31). John 3:16 appearsin the midst of a critical conversation between Jesus and Nicodemus, a
prominent Pharisee and ruler of the Jews, who came to Jesus by night. Nicodemus, representing the religious
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elite, struggled to grasp the spiritual rebirth necessary for entering God's kingdom. Jesus' revelation of God's
love and the provision of His Son was not just for this one perplexed leader, but for all humanity, setting
forth the universal call to salvation that resonates as powerfully today asit did two millennia ago.

Main Point | — The Unfathomable Depth of Heavenly L ove
Scripture: John 3:16a— "For God so loved the world..."

Here we encounter the bedrock of our salvation: the sheer, unimaginable depth of God's love. It'snot a
superficial affection, nor a conditional approval based on our merit. The Greek word "agape" used here
signifies a self-sacrificial, unconditional, divine love that originatesin God’s very nature. Thisloveis
directed not just to a select few, but to "the world"—to fallen, rebellious, undeserving humanity. Imagine the
King of the universe, perfect and holy, looking down upon a creation that has rejected Him, soiled His
image, and trampled His commands, and His response is not wrath first, but an overflow of love.

Thisisalove that transcends human comprehension, alove that moved God to initiate our rescue. It'salove
that doesn’'t wait for us to clean up our act or earn His favor; it reaches out to usin our deepest depravity. It's
the initiating impulse behind everything that follows — the plan of salvation, the sacrifice of His Son, and the
offer of eternal life. Without this fundamental truth, the rest of John 3:16 makes no sense. Our redemption
doesn't begin with our need or our striving, but with God's loving heart.

Main Point Il — The Ultimate Expression of Divine Generosity
Scripture: John 3:16b — "...that he gave hisonly Son..."

Because God "so loved the world," Hislove compelled Him to "give." Thiswas not a casual transaction; it
was the ultimate, unparalleled act of generosity. He gave "His only Son." The term "only Son" (monogenes)
speaks not to merely one child, but to a unique, one-of-a-kind Son, who shares the very essence and nature
of God. To give this Son, His co-equal, co-eternal, beloved Son, isto give the most precious and
irreplaceable gift imaginable. This gift wasn't a mere suggestion or a distant decree; it was a personal, costly
sacrifice that inflicted immeasurable pain on the divine heart.

God's giving of His Son means that Jesus came into the world, lived among us, taught us, and ultimately
went to the cross. He bore our sins, suffered our punishment, and paid the debt we could never repay. The
wrath we deserved for our rebellion was poured out upon Him. This selfless act of giving demonstrates that
God'sloveisnot passive, but intensely active and sacrificial. It is the definitive proof of how much God
truly loves us, for no greater love exists than to lay down one' slife for another (John 15:13), and God did
just that through His Son.

Main Point |1l — The Simple Path to Eternal Deliverance
Scripture: John 3:16¢c — "...that whoever believesin him should not perish but have eternal life."

Here we arrive at the profound purpose and astonishing simplicity of God's magnificent gift. The condition
for receiving this deliverance is not strenuous effort, perfect morality, or religiousritual; it issimply to
"believein him." To believe in Jesus means more than mere intellectual assent to historical facts about Him.
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It meansto trust Him completely, to rely implicitly on who He is and what He has done, to commit one'slife
toHim as Lord and Savior. It's a personal, heartfelt reliance, aturning away from self and aturning towards
Christ. And the scope is wonderfully inclusive: "whoever." No oneis excluded based on race, gender, past
sin, or social status.

The outcome of this belief is equally clear and absolutely revolutionary: "should not perish but have eternal
life" To "perish" isto face eternal judgment, separation from God, and conscious suffering. But to "have
eternal life" isto receive aquality of life—a spiritual, abundant life—that begins the moment we believe and
continues forever in the presence of God. It's not just unending existence; it's anew kind of life,
characterized by fellowship with God, peace, joy, and purpose. This eterna life is a gift, received by faith,
safeguarding us from the perishing we justly deserve.

[llustration

In 1912, the RMS Titanic, deemed unsinkable, embarked on its maiden voyage. Asit sailed across the frigid
Atlantic, avast, silent iceberg lay in wait. When the collision occurred, the unthinkable became redlity: the
ship was mortally wounded. Chaos ensued, but amidst the terror, a stark choice emerged. People could
remain on the seemingly sturdy, familiar, but doomed vessel, or they could board the lifeboats, which
appeared small and exposed on the vast, dark ocean. Many perished, trapped in their comfortable illusions,
or afraid to step into the apparent vulnerability of the lifeboats. Y et, those who trusted the lifeboats, who
made the decisive move, were saved. Their salvation wasn't in their goodness, their effort, or their wealth,
but in their willingness to leave the sinking ship and trust the provision offered. In the same way, humanity
ison aspiritualy "sinking ship" of sin and self-reliance, destined to perish. God, in His profound love, has
sent the ultimate lifeboat—His only Son, Jesus. The call is simple: step into that lifeboat; trust Him.
Whoever believesin Him "should not perish but have eternal life."

Practical Application

1. Examine Your Belief: Honestly ask yourself: Do | truly believe in Jesus as my Lord and Savior, not just
as ahistorical figure, but as the one who died for my sins and rose again? Has my life evidenced this belief
through repentance and a changed walk?

2. Abidein God's Love: Spend time this week meditating on the vastness of God's love for you personally
(John 3:164). How does His love transform your perspective on your worth, your struggles, and your future?

3. Confess and Reconnect: If you' ve strayed from your walk with Christ, confess your sins and fully trust
in the finished work of Jesus on the cross. Reaffirm your commitment to Him, remembering His ultimate
sacrifice (John 3:16b).

4. Sharethe Good News: Having received the gift of eternal life, consider who in your lifeisstill perishing.
Pray for them and look for opportunities to share the ssmple, profound truth of John 3:16, offering them the
path to salvation.

5. Liveout Eternal Life: Remember that "eternal life" is not just about the future, but a quality of life meant
to be lived now. How can you demonstrate the joy, peace, and purpose of this new lifein your daily
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interactions and decisions?

Discussion Questions

1. How does understanding the "perishing" state of humanity apart from Christ deepen your appreciation for
God'slove?

2. What doesit practically mean to "believe in him" beyond intellectua assent? How does this belief
manifest in daily life?

3. How can God's "giving of Hisonly Son" be considered the ultimate act of generosity, and what does it
reveal about God's character?

4. If you were to explain John 3:16 to someone who had never heard it before, what aspect would you
emphasize most and why?

Closing Prayer

Heavenly Father, we are humbled and overwhelmed by the unfathomable depth of Y our love, so beautifully
displayed in the giving of Y our only Son. Thank Y ou, Jesus, for enduring the cross that we might not perish
but have eternal life. Empower us by Y our Spirit to live lives worthy of thisimmense salvation, reflecting
Your love to aworld desperately in need of Y our saving grace. Amen.

Benediction

Now may the boundless love of God, the sacrificial grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the abiding
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you al, asyou go forth to never perish, but to live eternally in Him.
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